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What kind of lake access?
These are different questions to investigate. A view or a listing photo does not establish an access right.

ON THE WATER

Waterfront ownership
Ask how the parcel boundary relates to the
shore and what the title documents establish.
Have qualified professionals explain any
uncertainty.

ACCESS THROUGH AN AGREEMENT

Shared or deeded access
Request the recorded documents and
association rules. Confirm who can use the
access, for what purposes, and how costs and
maintenance are shared.

BOATING PLANS

Dock or slip arrangements
Determine whether a dock or slip is owned,
shared, leased, assigned, or separate from the
sale. Confirm transferability in the actual
documents.

NEAR THE LAKE

A lake view
Identify any public access you would use, and
how you would reach it. Evaluate a view
property on its own terms rather than assuming
private access.
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Verify the shoreline details.
Identify the responsible jurisdiction first. Rules and permits depend on the property's location and proposed
work.

1
01 / JURISDICTION

Locate the right offices
Flathead County, Lake County, and CSKT have shoreline programs. Ask which offices and approvals
apply to this particular parcel and project.

2
02 / EXISTING WORK

Request the permit history
Collect available records for existing docks, lifts, shoreline work, and other improvements. Ask the
reviewing authority about their status and any conditions.

3
03 / YOUR PLANS

Describe future plans early
Before assuming you can add, rebuild, or enlarge a dock or change the shoreline, submit the actual
idea to the appropriate authority for guidance.

4
04 / CROSS-CHECK

Resolve documents together
Review title, survey, access agreements, association rules, and permit records with the relevant
professionals. Keep unresolved items on your decision list.
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Think through a full year.
Tour with the way you plan to use the property in mind. Request records and professional estimates where
needed.

LAKE USE

Water & shoreline conditions
Ask how seasonal water levels, wind exposure,
and shoreline conditions affect swimming,
docking, and boat access. Request
observations across seasons.

OWNERSHIP ROUTINE

Maintenance & storage
Who installs, removes, and services
equipment? Where will boats and gear be
stored? Ask what work is needed, by whom,
and at what cost.

HOME SYSTEMS

House & site systems
Review wastewater records, water supply,
drainage, and any winterization needs. A
lakeside setting does not replace a property
inspection.

Open official information

VERIFY EARLY

Risk & insurance
Review flood mapping with the local floodplain
office and seek property-specific insurance
quotes. Ask which structures and exposures
the proposed coverage includes.

Open official information
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Your lakefront tour checklist
Bring this to the tour. Write down evidence, not just impressions, for the items that matter to you.

Question Answer / record Follow up

What access is included?

What dock / slip rights transfer?

Which jurisdiction applies?

What permits are on file?

What seasonal upkeep is needed?

What coverage has been quoted?

How I want to use the lake:

Records or professional reviews still needed:

My three questions before moving forward:

Confirm access, use, and transfer terms through the actual documents and responsible authorities.
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Let’s plan your next chapter.
Start by defining the lake experience you want. Then verify exactly what comes with the property.

Joseph DuBois
REALTOR®

406-261-0061

Joseph.DuBois@evrealestate.com

Tell me what lake life looks like to you: boating, paddling, a view, or a year-round home. We
can focus your search and the questions that go with it.

Explore the complete relocation flipbook

SOURCE LINKS / CHECKED OCTOBER 27, 2026

Flathead County Planning & Zoning

Lake County: lakeshore protection

CSKT: shoreline protection

Flathead County: sewage & septic research

FEMA Flood Map Service Center

A buyer planning checklist, not legal, engineering, insurance, or permitting advice. No shoreline dimensions or project approvals are
promised.

Each office independently owned and operated.
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